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Protocol. 

In view of the insufficiency of time to effect a formal exchange of the 
ratifications of the Convention between Japan and China signed this 
day respecting the retrocession of the Peninsula of Feng Tien, before 
the date named in the said Convention for certain stipulations thereof 
to take effect, the Government of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and 
the Government of His Majesty the Emperor of China, in order to 
prevent the possibility of delay in putting into execution the several 
provisions of the said Convention, have, through their respective Pleni- 
potentiaries, agreed upon the following stipulations: 

The Governments of Japan and China shall, within the period of 
five days after the date of this Protocol, announce to each other through 
the undersigned, their respective Plenipotentiaries, that the said Con- 
vention has received the approval of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan 
and His Majesty the Emperor of China, respectively, and thereupon the 
said Convention in all its parts shall come into operation as fully and 
effectually as if the ratifications thereof had actually been exchanged. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same, and have affixed thereto the seal of their arms. 

Done at Peking, this 8th day of the 11th month of the 28th year of 
Meiji, corresponding to the 22nd day of the 9th month of the 21st 
year of Kuang Hsu. 

[l. s.] Hayashi Tadastj. 

[l. s.] Li Hong-Chang. 



Circular Note of July S, 1900, to the Powers Cooperating in China, 
defining the purposes and policy of the United States. 

[Circular telegram sent to the United States embassies in Berlin, Paris, 
London, Eome, and St. Petersburg, and to the United States missions 
in Vienna, Brussels, Madrid, Tokyo, The Hague, and Lisbon.] 

Department of State, 

"Washington, July 3, 1900. 

In this critical posture of affairs in China it is deemed appropriate 
to define the attitude of the United States as far as present circum- 
stances permit this to be done. We adhere to the policy initiated by us 
in 1857, of peace with the Chinese nation, of furtherance of lawful 
commerce, and of protection of lives and property of our citizens by 
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all means guaranteed under extraterritorial treaty rights and by the 
law of nations. If wrong be done to our citizens we propose to hold the 
responsible authors to the uttermost accountability. We regard the 
condition at Pekin as one of virtual anarchy, whereby power and respon- 
sibility are practically devolved upon the local provincial authorities. 
So long as they are not in overt collusion with rebellion and use their 
power to protect foreign life and property we regard them as representing 
the Chinese people, with whom we seek to remain in peace and friend- 
ship. The purpose of the President is, as it has been heretofore, to 
act concurrently with the other powers, first, in opening up communi- 
cation with Pekin and rescuing the American officials, missionaries, and 
other Americans who are in danger; secondly, in affording all possible 
protection everywhere in China to American life and property; thirdly, 
in guarding and protecting all legitimate American interests; and 
fourthly, in aiding to prevent a spread of the disorders to the other 
provinces of the Empire and a recurrence of such disasters. It is, of 
course, too early to forecast the means of attaining this last result; but 
the policy of the Government of the United States is to seek a solution 
which may bring about permanent safety and peace to China, preserve 
Chinese territorial and administrative entity, protect all rights guaran- 
teed to friendly powers by treaty and international law, and safeguard 
for the world the principle of equal and impartial trade with all parts of 
the Chinese Empire. 

You will communicate the purport of this instruction to the minister 
for foreign affairs. 

Hat. 



Agreement between Great Britain and Germany defining their mutual 

policy in China. 

[Signed at London, 16th October, 1900.] 

Her Britannic Majesty's Government and the Imperial German Gov- 
ernment being desirous to maintain their interests in China and" their 
rights under existing Treaties, have agreed to observe the following 
principles in regard to their mutual policy in China: 

1. It is a matter of joint and permanent international interest that 
the ports on the rivers and littoral of China should remain free and open 
to trade and to every other legitimate form of economic activity for the 



